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Council: Extraordinary meeting: 9th May 2017 
 
ADMISSION OF HONORARY FREEMAN 
 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER: 
 

Mike Starkie, Elected Mayor. 

LEAD OFFICER: 
 

Fiona Rooney, Director of Commercial & Corporate 
Resources. 
 

REPORT AUTHOR: 
 
REPORT SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 

Clinton Boyce, Solicitor. 
 
To consider, in accordance with Section 249(5) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, whether Mr Gary McKee should be 
admitted as a Freeman of the Borough in recognition of  
eminent service to the Borough through his charitable 
fundraising.                                                                            

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
(a)   That Council’s considers whether Mr Gary McKee should be admitted as a Freeman 
of the Borough in recognition of the eminent service to the Borough through his 
charitable fundraising; and 
 
(b)   If Council agrees to admit Mr McKee as a Freeman of the Borough in accordance 
with section 249(5) of the Local Government Act 1972 that the form of address, as 
referred to in paragraph 3.3 of the report, be in the form of a badge unless external 
funding is received to allow enhancement of the form of address.                                                                            
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Section 249(5) of the Local Government Act 1972 allows a relevant authority, 

this Council, to  admit to be honorary freemen or honorary freewomen of the 
place or area for which it is the authority—  

 
(a) persons of distinction, and 

 
(b)      persons who have, in the opinion of the authority, rendered eminent  

services to that place or area. 
 
1.2 The power is only exercisable by resolution of the relevant authority and that 

resolution must be passed (a) at a meeting of the relevant authority which is 
specially convened for the purpose and where notice of the object of the 
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meeting has been given; and (b) by not less than two-thirds of the members of 
the relevant authority who vote on it. 

 
1.3 A Council may spend such reasonable sum as it thinks fit for the purpose of 

presenting an address or a casket containing an address to a person on whom 
the authority has conferred the title of honorary freeman or honorary 
freewoman under the above provisions. 

 
1.4 The Freedom of the Borough is the highest award that the Council can bestow.  

The award of the Honorary Freedom of the Borough does not convey with it any 
legal rights or responsibilities, other than a ceremonial role at civic functions. 
The award dates back to the middle ages when Freemen had commercial 
privileges and a route into a position of power in a town or city. 

 
2 PROPOSAL TO ADMIT A FREEMAN 
 
2.1 The Mayor invites Council to consider admitting Mr Gary McKee as a Freeman of 

the Borough in recognition of his recent achievements in raising substantial 
monies for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

 
2.2 Mr McKee began supporting Macmillan Cancer Support when his father, Victor, 

was diagnosed with cancer in 1997, and started a series of national and 
international endurance challenges. 

 
2.3 It has included a cycle ride through Brazil (2004), a climb to the top of  
 Kilimanjaro (2005), a trek of the Abel Tasman in New Zealand (2007) and a run  
 from Land’s End to John o’Groats (2011). Additionally, he has run the Coast to 
  Coast and the completed the Cumbrian Run nine times and has organised host  
 fundraising events in local pubs and clubs. 
 
2.4 Gary completed his 100 Marathons in 100 Days challenge culminating with the  
 London Marathon and looks set to raise over £100,000 for Macmillan Cancer  
 Support, bringing the total he has raised for the charity to over £300,000. 
 
2.5  He stipulated when he first started fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Support 

that every penny raised will go to its Cumbrian branch, giving local people the 
chance to access the care, advice, and financial and emotional support offered 
by the charity. 

 
2.6 Additionally he has proved to be an inspiration to many, and is always joined by 

a large number of supporters for sections of his fundraising runs; many of whom 
have gone on to continue running to boost their own wellbeing and a number 
have launched their own fundraising campaigns as a result. 
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2.7 He also holds assemblies in schools, offering an insight into fitness to the next  
 generation, alongside spreading awareness of cancer support and the work of  
 Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 
2.8 He was named Macmillan’s National Volunteer of the Year in 2012, and carried  
 the Olympic torch through Whitehaven in the same year. 
 
2.9 Gary’s recently completed Marathons challenge brought positive international  
 exposure for Cleator Moor and Copeland, and Gary was inundated with  
 messages and social media support from all over the world. It also saw hundreds  

of local people put on their own running shoes to support his challenge. Local 
and national media have covered Gary’s achievements. 

 
3. PROPOSALS 
 
3.1 Council is asked to consider, in accordance with Section 249(5) of the Local  
 Government Act 1972, conferring the Freedom of the Borough of Copeland on  
 Mr Gary McKee in recognition of the eminent service to the Borough through his  

substantial charitable fundraising and the inspiration he provides to others by 
encouraging additional fundraising, offering an insight into fitness to the next 
generation and spreading awareness of cancer support and the work of 
Macmillan Cancer Support.   

 
3.2 Members are asked to note that a Motion to confer Freedom of the Borough  
 must be carried by 2/3rds of those Members present and voting. 
 
3.3 If Council admits Mr McKee as a Freeman separate arrangements will be 

organised for a formal ceremony. A presentation of an address will be made. For 
such an address options commonly used are a badge (similar to the chairman’s 
badge) at a cost of £450 or a scroll. Scrolls come at different qualities and prices 
with a framed vellum handwritten scroll costing £2,200. It is recommended that 
the Council should provide a badge; if a third party is willing to contribute to the 
cost then a scroll could be provided.  

  
4.      STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
4.1 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: Legal comments are contained within 

the body of the report. 
 
4.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: Budgetary issues are set out in 

paragraph 3.3. 
 

4.3 EIA Comments: Not applicable. 
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4.4  Policy Framework: Not applicable. 
 
4.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: None. 
 
4.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS  
 GOING TO BE MANAGED? 
 
 Not applicable. 
 
5.  WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS 

REPORT?  
 

 Not applicable. 
 
Appendices: None. 
Background information:  Notes of interview with Mr McKee. 
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